44                               MAKERS   OF   DESTRUCTION

Innumerable are the anecdotes of the spirit of opposition
and the strong self-will of the high officers in the old army.
It was much more characteristic of the Prussian officer to be
a "difficult subordinate" than a "tough nut as a chief."
The anti-Prussian journalists knew little of all this, but it is
a fact of importance for the accurate judgment of the value
of the new army. The leaders of the new army have culti-
vated a spirit of comradeship between the officers and jother
ranks; but they have failed to maintain the independent,
strong character of the old corps of officers.

I remember Emperor William II visiting Graudenz, in
West Prussia, where new fortifications were being built.
During the inspection of the work on the forts the Emperor,
in his autocratic way, laid down the position in which
further forts must be built. One of the Generals accompany-
ing him, a very well-known officer, was so irritated by the
Kaiser's foolish and presumptuous babbling that he replied,
in the strident tones of the Prussian Guards and with
eliberate rudeness:

"Subject, your Majesty, to the approval of the Reichstag!"

A month later the General was placed on the retired list.
He had known perfectly well that he would be.

"Do your own dirty work!" was a regular phrase with
such officers when they threw up their commissions because
they considered that the demigods above were once more
making a mess of things*

The change between now and then becomes very plain if
we think of Hitler inspecting the "West Wall" beyond the
Rhine3 or making his own sketches of fortification works.
Not one of their Excellencies will speak up to this gutter
monarch. There is nothing but reverent admiration and
eager servility; everyone seizes the rare opportunity by the
forelock, in the hope of attracting notice and so laying the
foundation for a splendid career. Contradict or criticize?
Why? It would only wreck the careen
~ The change in the members of the officers' corps in
Germany has long been noticed by thinking officers* I
discussed it with an old friend in Berlin after the first great
crisis of June 30, 1934. He had advised me to go to sete
Gejaeral Schleicher, in order to ge$ a clear view of
possibility of a drastic change*